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_ and pornography, 
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ly stocking, of course, 
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a PP page #2, PP #18 

This is PLATYPUS PIE #18, a Journal of Postal Diplomacy. It has 
no games open now or ever at a game fee of $16. Diplomacy is a board 
game published by Games Research, Boston, Mass., and was invented by 
original thinker par e xcellence Allan Calharaer. 

THE EDITORS Trenton Ver Ploeg; 520 Parker Ave*, #202 £and just to 
prove to you that nobody listens, X offer a free airmail delivery of all 
future issues of PP to anyone that xaakes reference to this offer by the 
next deadline date in a letted to me] San Francisco, CA 94118* Phones 
(4157 668-9218. PLATYPUS P» Is published every three weeks, except 
for Winter deadline issues, which are published the week after the Fall 
moves. 

REPLACEMENT ROSTERa 1971EH» (1) Doug Beyer le in, (2) Lenard Lakofka; 
1972AR XI) Paul Bond, (2) Jan Le Pire, (3) DlcX Trtek, (4) Steven 
Soong; 1972BTs (1) John Hendry, (2) Arn Vagts, (3) Jim Hall. 

COSTSs Subscriptions are six for a dollar, period. Leas expensive 
rates are no longer around, because PP 5 will cease publication in March. 
If you keep the old rate, however, you are lucky. 

ROSTERs Several players are hone for the holidays* but the** doesnft 
seem to be anything wtioua insofar as t ime 1» coii cerftedy Sb^im ighor- 
ing the changes, except where noted relative tip individual games. 
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VA6TS AND VUO AT PEACE 77 
ENGLISH FLEETS STEA« SCW AS SPAIN PALLS PREY 
LAST TRETICK T3NIT 'APFARBNTWf HEMMED INI 
(But in this g^me, leta wsdt to see) 

AUSTRIA (Ward)t A Bul-Cen^ F Say A BUl-Con; A Bud-Vie; A Mun H; 

A Sll S A Mun} A Boh S A Hun. 
ENGLAND (Buchanan) s F Bot s A StPf A StP K| A Edi-Nwyj F Nth C A Edi- 

Nwy$ A Bur-Mart, A Par-Bur* A Bel S A Par«^urt^F^Pa^)-Lvo C dis- 



lodged} may retreat to For, 0TB) $ F Kid*IIAf s 



GERMANY (Birsan)s 
A Gas S* 
(Vagts)t 
A ■ j TO&i^PyrV 
F Wttf&f " 
(Bytwerk)s 
A Liv-War. 
(Tretick) s 



ITALY 



RUSSIA 




i ^B<sf»Sll| > . Bal H| A Ruh S A Kle-Mun t 




al j.- 

-Arms f Cdisle 



) ; A Ven-Pie; 

CA Mar annihilated] ; 



, Bla, OTBjf A MOS H; 




Please no 
ski trip 
20th. Now, last W 
mitt ing conditional 
order to attempt 
on schedule. I wil 
up. This will be 
conditional orders, 



ADSTRZAi Randy, please retreat to the Black Sea. I will support 
you to Ankara next ttm¥ and we will finally be rid of Turkey. Ydur idea 
of a guessing game just takes tejfegaag* 

SAN FRANCISCO s This season* ***** for the oniy press releesa, r a 
true- to-life $20 bill marked by the F.B.I, in connection with the D.B. 
Cooper caper, will be sent to Bob when he coughs up my half. 



. ... m __ _ the 

Issue we had aln»sV»© troubles "with people sub- 
s, so X am going to as* ior theii this time, in* 
ation of Fall and Winter te$H$^ttnd fit us back 
1 you at my expense if son»thingjU»;t»*#ard comes 
Y if players in ajd three ojiai >! Miipt acceptibl< 
please do your best. 



FRANCE 
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1Q;2A ^ ROCAMOA ROLLS INTO AUSTRIA SpRIIJG 1905 
WINTER THROWS FLEETS INTO IIED, F IRI CONFUSED 
MANWHILE, HALL'S GERMANY CONTEMPLATES... 
TOENAILS?????? 
STRANGE TACTICS IN S - E . 

AUSTRIA (0*Regan) : A Pie-Mar s A Vio-Gal % F Bul-Ruri f_ impossible — the 

IJulFIoot is on the SOUTH Coast, not East Coastj; A Ser a A Bud 
S t Bui-Run. 

E ( Winter)*. A Kar-Pie ; F Lvo S A Har-Pic [dislodged to Spa C SC) or 
OTB} t F 'Hid-CTosy F Tun S F Kid-Wos; F NAf S F Tun; A Bur-Mar ; 
A Run-Bur i A Bel-Pic x F Iri-Mid [no F Iri] ; F NAt unordered, 
holdfc* 

GERT4ANY (HalX>4 A Edi-Hols F Nth C A Edi-Hol; A Kie S A Edi-Hol; F Bal- 

Den; A fom-Tyr t A Ser-ljun . 
f$ALY > (P, arson's}: F Tyr*«Ly6j[ F Tus S F Tyr-Lyo; F ^on-Tun : F Sniy-Aeg; 

A Trl^Tyr . 

RUSSIA (Rocandra) i A ffwy S A Swe; A Swe S A Nwy; A Sil-Boh; A War-Gal; 

A "Okr < *K 'feuat ."S Ji .?ft*«Gal |_ £ JSen- s : JURuau -~ - ' li; ' — 
TURKEY (T.S. Williarcs) I A Con H; F Bla S A Con. 

DSADLIN&fjtS UPON IJOUDAY. JANUARY 22d. 1972 * This is four weeks 
at/ay i Uud ^o' tfoo ga^regxaaotor ' s desire to ski» but J would like to con- 
bih'4-^^ii/ai^^^cu^. ,tp iaako up the week, so please send conditional 
Winder or do«s . "co«arcenfcs in relation to 19/iBH deadline, and later 

Frfeite Sor&&#Cfe&re .In the mountains of Eastern Turkey: HEEEEELLLLLLPi 1 
—— {jiikt. ^U;,^^^ -^.. ^ ^.»^~„~^.»„ .. ., .... , ■■-■—■» .. ., ., ■ , , 

,£s$22& JO VlSX L K E ABOUT F R A / I T A-4 p^ING 19Q< 
. OSHANSCftJ DECIDES TO GARRISON NWY, AND DECIDED 
• Qto$T>?mJia* OFF KIEL AS AN EXTRA WATERING SPOT T06i 11 
>Z80~ KOCA13C3KA/LIPSON JOCKEY ABOUT, DON'T DO MOCHI - 
" b£c c. THE FALL OF 1S04 SHOULD BE A GEI-Il ^> - >' 

AUSTRIA (MqC^3aura)i F Gre-Aea : A Bui H; A Vie-Tyr; A Tri S A Vie-Tyr; 

. A-l4un ;S. A Boh; A Boh S A I-Jun; A Bud H. 
Ei-fGLAND (OsraansorO 2 , A_Liv-Lon [impossible] ; A Lon-Nwy; F JIth C A Lon- 

I^Wyj ^ E»0 Ht F , floljjKTo : F Don S F Hol-Kio . 
FRANCE (Rccar^ra) : A Ore H; A Bel S A Par-Bur; A Par-Bur ; A Bur-Mar; 

RUSSIA .'tyfpsVh)! A Kio H J F Bar S A Kie; A Bor-Sil ; F StP(SC)-Bot; 

..; A'Eiv-VJar ; A Con-Ank; F Am S A Con-A^ik; F B la-Con; F Sev-Run. 
TURKEY *Ctttf Piro)t F A6q S A Con; A Con H* 

x ' :pBABfcCtt; IS I XXXI. MONDAY. _JANUAT,Y_22D. 1972 . Please read cocr.ents 
oon^rnln^ tSKls dea<ilinQ under 71EH d 72AR, and subnit conditional 
orders s o v;o can hurry things up. I night ©von be v/iIlin#=?tG call at 
my o%ffi ^ocpmftsb < if soisothii^f untov;ard cane up. &u 

THC<i>LAYBRSi Elliot Lipson is finally settled. iflB>-:t»i»' : &ddress 
is on the rooter found :<xa page four, and his new phone :mirjber is: 
(703) ••TB5«itW) l&i ■ 

" Tfe©jrei"is--i.again--no press. An I scaring it off? 

1971EH ICOTICE ; Walt Buchanan will be gone f ron Indiana for a couple 
of weeks starting ne^t week. Ask hin about exact datQS. His address 
villi be: tt. t^lto^BucIaanaxa, USS Henley DD-7G2, FPO^JeW^YORK 09501. 
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CHRISTMAS MAILING LISTING 

1. John Beshara; 155 W. 68th St., #1021$ NY, NY 10023 (C) 

2. Doug Beyer lain; 3934 S.W. Southern, Seattle, WA 98136 (S-27) 
3* Edi Birsan; 48-20 39th St ••oops, I mean % Veteramo , RD 5, Box 6, 

Bridge St., Hopewell Jet, NY (EH) (T) 

4* John Boardraan; 234 £• 19th St, Brooklyn, NY 11226 (T) 

5. Paul Bond} K> Box 6477, College Station, TX 77840 (S-33) 

6. John Boyer; 117 Garland Drive, Car Use, PA 17013 (T) 
7* Walt Buchanan} RR #3, Lebanon, XN 46052 (EH) (T) 

8. Randy Bytwerkj 19X5 Haple, #107, Evanston, Illinois 60201 (EH) 

9. Allan B. Calharaerj 501 N« Stone, La Grange Park, XL 60525 (C) 

10. Bruce Chin} 628 Melrose Drive, Salinas, CA 93901 (S-24) 

11* Steve Cooper | 3073 S. Buchanan St, #B*2; Arlington. ;:VA 22206 (T) 

12. Tom filler s 29 Winthrop St., Charleston, MA 02129 (S-24) 

13* Jame^ C- (Chris) HaU; 1300 30th St, #B2-32; Boulder. CO 80302 (AR) 

14'. John Hendry; 17 Price Rd,, Peabody, ha 01960 (BT) (AR) ♦ 4 

15* Chic Hilliker; 3312 Stoneycrest, Bloooington, IN 47401 (T) 

16*JJxaardliull; ^ ~ 

17. John & Jan Le pire; Rt. #1, Box 77C; Montrose, MN 55363 (BT) 

18. Lenard Lakofka; 4970 N. Marine Dr., # 525; Chicago, XL 60640 

19* Ma J. Elliot Lipaonj 4419 Co ldbrooke Court, Alexandria. VA 22306 (BT) 
20* Jamas P« Massarj 127 N. Eranons St., Dannemora. NY 12929 (T) 

21. John McCallumf.-. JO Box 52^ Ralston, Alberta, CANADA TOJ 2M0 (BT)(T) 

22. Bon «l$is*f T lI§& Jt^sotFRd*, Wh4aton» M0 20906 (T) 

23 o Bro. Hugh O ♦ Regan j St. Meinrad Archabbey$ St Mftlnrad. XN 47577 (AR) 

24. William Oamanaon; 1015 Union St., Morris, XL 60480 (BT) 

25. BUI Parsons; 510 S<* Park St., Streator, XL 61364 (AH) 
26* Andy Phillips; 128 Oliver Street, Daly City, CA 94104 (T) 

27. Mike Rocaroora; l-5th Ave. Hotel; NY, NY 10003 (Apt 17A) (AR) (BT) 

28. George Scheie, Jrj 9 Buffington PI, Bronxville. NY 10708 (S~26) 

29. Steven Soong; Box 2219, Johns Hopkins U., Baltimore, MD 21218 (BT} 

30. Buddy Tretick; 11710 Coldstream Drive, Potomac, MD 20854 (EH) (T) 

31. John R. (Dick) Trtek; Room 212, Boucher Halll; 915 E. 53d St., 
Chicago, XL 60615 (S-26) 

32. Arn Vagts; 2824 Verano PI., Irvine, CA 92664 (BR) 

•33. Bob Van Andel; 749 Thomas Street, Grand Rapids, MX 49503 (T) C?3 

34. Eric Verhelden, Jr.; 3245 S.W. 185th, Aloha, OR 97005 (S-29) 

35. Bob Ward; 8665 Florin Rd, #176; Sacramento, CA 95828 (EH) (T) 

36. Greg Warden; 911 S. Farragut St. #2, Philadelphia, PA (T) 
.37. Tom S^ Williams^ J£(&4£Kildl*jM^ "3* ;: " 527*1 (AR) . 
38. Fred winter, Jr; Alpha Delt,* Room 18; 640 N* Henry St., Madison, 

WI 53703 CAR) ♦ 4 

Those names (only Bob Van Andel* s this time) marked with an • are 
receiving their last issue this time unless X hear from their magazines 
or them by next deadline* Xin loy, G.l.s. Codes* C» Complimentary; 
T m Trade; S « Subscription; two-letter codes—the respective games 
in PLATYPUS PXE these days* 

This, the latest edition of the mailing list, has been pared back 
down to about where I, in my infinite laziness, like it. Once X was* 
across 50, and looked to be climbing, but that seems over* The few 
new trades that X established have been overcompensated by the drops 
since last issue* In case anyone has wondered, you get a new mailing 
list once every four issues, when my addressograph blanks run out. Oh 
yes, X ataost forgot Crazy Costas 

34a* Conrad von Metzke; PO Box 8342, San Diego, CA 92102 (T) 
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A SMALL BLOW FOR PERSONAL SATISFACTION 3lO, . - 

Abigail Van Bur en, the shallow-minded protector of^the chastity 
of young women^ aoj^.qef ender -.of the other varieties, of American moral 
faith, has. a ta^gnpjf ^"gijjf lay, from, time J^tiswi - her gullibility. 
I here reprodui^a ^Mjo s %.f rom^ne^ j:m^s^S^£oniS|e - 
of several weeks. ago, together with Abby's wise, witty, and well- 
thought-out response. . l ean still see the girls in whatever sorority 
house came up with this letter laughing their young fannies off. 

"DEAR ABBYi I get so riled when I read what some women write to 
you and complain about. Let m give you a sample of what my life has 
been likes 

"When I was a year old, my mother ran off with another man. My 
father boarded me out, and when I was 12 he remarried again and I went 
to live* IrJ^fc, a^ W >t«P«»thor •< .< that marriage was no good, either. 
My father was a big drinker and used me sexually so I got married at 

fliijul a© y*iumimv.<t.itom boway «£>&e^#nr*^ % «isearrifje^:>«n4 one live_ 
child from that iwriage ,~nEhen ray ' ltuliban^-lixx ne* for f another woman. ~ " 
X was only 21. Then I married again and I thought my luck had changed, 
but no sooner, d^xWCBhawenao decent house and nlcec furniture than we got 

-burned* out-aad^loa^eiefr^h&iifi., Mb insurances 'iodmaM m :v% 

... "Last Ma*c*9cllawa^*apedxb^ work and 

they broke-ay d i tosa sf ig>oclasei^senta«tge;that.a Dn^e^taHately, iti 
also the one fella* ugavesefehe'j letter away] j Then m^ ^ off 
from work, ;and 6Dv the iiajr t© pick up his unemploymeiiS cftettfcnisome kid in 
a' jaie^]ral^t^hiAjtaneVM^to)dec«raesjv*ai: t£ iis-st^a oi ainem 

"Right now I. a» in the hospital havingxaa^hyskaradtomytfi Every word 
of this is true, but there are plenty of people who ire worse off than 
I am because I have a man who loves me and"! love him.* 1 ■ 

~ r LUCKY 
DEAR LUCKY; Matching your experiences in one lifetime would be 
a job for Job. ' . . 




HCMtUMt PHILLIPS UNLOADS ON THE EDI * 

At this Juncture, t ,I am. going to allow PP to s^"jf|P^8eeper into 
the mire thaadisi^M ,EUBfe©n#C¥ situftp <b^auaftslia^cg<|i||.,tb drop, alas, 
back Into th*trrCC^t»ovB***^ii/M^ way draw, and .other 

involutions of ;1iho to SaUen discussion. Frankly, 2 am bo£ed to tears by 
this, but one ef ? to*, things /attractive about andy Phmitisiis that he 
Is impossible t© ba#e 2 ^-j.|rgot he wrote n#>a letter, mSuf W»a I' Im- 
print it. to wits tftyCeoaaent* are. in these brackeif, as usual] • 

"justifiable' reasons to go for second?" Well. . .you gave your 
reasons, but I*m hard put' to see where you justified them. Admittedly, 
if you replace the scenario Calhamer provides with one that makes the 
game a series of duels (a la the old BROB rating system) then playing 
for "second place*? makes sense. But whv commit such a wack surgery on 
the game? : If pyouoa justified" . it,. X can*t\'ai»-i».i*i«ra»..'- ; .--'.--v 

i[X wdnd^rwwh^Andy saye "Old" BROB. X assume, however, its because 
he doesnttisagilea with it, because Jeff Power still puts it out, and its 
my favorite listing. Andy, the fact that Calhamer thinks this is a fine 
oia recreation of iiw X —actually, its a historicaii4i«*»te#y as we all 
know— doesn* t MAKEtlt *o,nany/iaore than Jatan^haa* to. ifee? played with • live 
players because Bttwougbaa created it in that manner] • 
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The problem seems to be that whenever you're about to Justify your- - 
self, the attraction of your conclusions becomes so overwhelming that 
you make a quantum Jump to their location without going through the inter- 
vening steps. E.g., you reach the point of saying that it is "an unal- 
terable facts there are seven people that start a game of Diplomacy* " 
Dazzled by the brilliance of your revelation, one waits with baited 
breath for your lucid explanation of the significance of that undeniable 
truth* Instea d * -whoosh I out comes that breath— >we turn the page to find 
that you've gotten to your conclusion by virgin birth, without the nasty 
necessity of using any fact you might have marshal led t " ••• and all results 
which seek to negate that fact suffer accordingly* Rather than view the 
game thus, I VIEW the games in terms of wins and losses, but not an a 
per game basis. .. I VIEW confrontations with individual players on a one- 
by-one basis* that is. •*" x VIEW, I VIEW, i VIEW. ..and forget about 
reasons, folks. I HAVE SPOKEN I : ... 

[Andy, I'm a little mystified by your (customarily polite) approach. 
My use of the constant expressions of opinion was to convey nothing more 
than the fac t that Ife jsysamfeaaaft oft. For, unlike^ v»u. I do no*> f *ai 
Irhat I have a monopoly on truth, ~ and certainly not on something as nebu- 
lous as the order of finish in a game of Diplomacy* So, while you* re 
making fun of my constant use of first person, Z*m afraid that it was 
primarily to impress upon the reader that what he was getting was, indeed, 
nothing but my viewpoint. X>»eally don't understand your view— do you 
forbid me to express my : ' viewpoint in ray own mag aaine? Besides, don't 
you ever get tired of all thist You, Rod and Z went through all of it 
last summer in COSTAGBANA* and Rod obliterated us both— in my opinion. 
If anyone wants to see all this nonsense complete with "reasons," I 
suggest that they ask Conrad for volume v, #s 18*20 $ Vol VI, #1, where 
ample numbers of them ere provided* Here, however, X think that readers 
will have to content themselves with views*] 

Anyway, not only are there seven players, but, "Each player repre- 
sents one of the Great Powers of Europe ..." Equivlantly, each player 
might Just as well have been said to be "the Lord-Chancellor of some 
early 20th century European nation, out to get the best for it that [he] 
can in terms of national survival*" Apparently you have eonceeded that 
that bit of role-playing automatically implies balance of power play 
[oh, brother l] (Biraan»s "win-only" is a misnomer [why?] which X wish 
you woifld abandon, by the way) so there's no need to prove that again, 
I'm glad to see* [?J 

it or not, Diplomacy without the scenario (or, rather, with the. al- 
ternate scenario of one-on-one confrontations) Just isn't Diplomacy* 
[This is a tempting paragraph, but X think I'll leave well enough alone. 
But look, Andy, can't you really see that this is Just as conclusionary 
as anything that X come up with* TFne only difference is that its now 
your viewpoint. At least, you and X had equal opportunities to ex- 
press our viewpoints in Blrsan's poll, and we know how that came out, 
don't we?} 

To say that" the "votes" we take on order of finish are... more often 
than not •• .woefully meaningless" surely requires some qualification! 
To take examples that we are both familiar with, you won '69AB because 
of Bytwerk»s 'vote,' *69V because of Maus*, and '69CB because of Walker's. 
And Chllds won *69BD because of yours, and Vagts, once yours was in* 
The player who plays for place rather than risk elimination is extremely 
atypical, not the 'usual' case you make out* 
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[This brings no to perhaps the most interesting part of Andy»s 
letter. I am, however, unclear about his last sentence. It seems to 
ranker sense onlr if you change •atypical* to typical f although that, 
i» turn, doesntt seer, to square with his philosophy. The •atypical 1 
statement contradicts his assertions about all the games he mentions , 
ao jrpu figure! 4t out. --^ • 

£Now# about: these games. If I nay say so, Andy nov/ has intruded 
upon something that he Simply doesn't kiiow about. He came into all throo 
games heyneationod, antagonized plenty of people, and made it easy to 

■J5*- , WBii^Si'^ tm ^^ / ^*y od a "get Phillips" arrangement. 
Its very difficult, it scans to me, to come into a game where the diplo- 
matic structure is already well-established, and speak of the games as 
if one ware intimitaly 3 , aquaintod therewith, m those three 

games, Andy played his usual- tactically brilliant fame, but, cumulatively, 
!?25J?2f ^ ? ino G * Rt °£a ho »tartod with to « total of two. In specie, 
XwfcjfW a.ddMpla of those players who intended to win the gjeoes in- 
yo]^ Cvo««U aqe this as Wallcer»scomraeot atarta to appear in the S9CB 

■J^BS^SfS^LS^^^&f' $m W&fhJim ^nom. ;;,|te.j»t fair to them, 
^mmmmf fi3flft$fP gwrat ,3frtif»fijBKinfts, l y&ffim** < &at rgf3^thoggr gsms-msns — -- 
losses because they all just Wouldn't do what you say. As another exam- 
ple, Mr '•vote 1 in 69BD was based on two factors* . <1) an agreement I 
f^f ne 4.with the othor two players which agreed to a threewway tie— the 
la*t. thing I ever^hoArd ^ro^ that game;, and (2) the fad: that I felt 
I had to attack ]&m^p®P. my reaction to being toldiwhat to do. Af ter 
all, wermust prettdlrW our credibility, right? wlna 

LFlh|OV| its nothing profound to say that game</&aralt from 'votes' 
Pyv&tou* players* According to this analysis, All games result in 
votes for 2d or some other place, because theoafcically, no game of 
D44&paacy should ever be won* The game is * Diplomacy," not "Tactics," 
yoji Wu>\t 9 and part of the whole thing la to try to influence other* 
pfioplfe to do what you desire. The vast majority of games finished have 
be ® n .V°^ ?y a aingle player, implying, in a way, that all of those games 
least * se^noVplaca 'voUs,' making it rather typijeal* to say the 

fijoverthelesa, Andy mistakes my drift, and I thankihim for calling 
m. on *t, when I said that moat "votes," as in the Birsan poll, are moan- 
ing less. % point ia that one cannot realistically determine what he will 
do in a given game until that game situation comes up»~saldom if ever 
will that decision be the aamo as one made in the abstract, absent the per- 
. JSBtti^Bf^*? .**^j»»4»WMkt§flfc 9&m«..Ajail.ta«ts why the votes are. 

£ Which is enough. The best element of the game, as I have said 
before, is ^probably the 1? act that players of such diverse philosophies 
*M*W§' anCmyaeJP can both .flay and enjoy the game. The primary dif- 
ference seems to be that Andy io right, and I only have my opinion. 

iBSsiB^afygiSf- 0< *Pl *^3f can hata a haM^go in the najft issue 

f*l and llll prj|h§ at is. without any commentary whatsoever.] 
LChristi , I 'hj^^^^iii.jioj^t of *1iit^lCz>O:..>mc^na-'AQcclt0)i«ii I do it]. 

— " ".' — " ■ 11 ■ -— — '- r- n i[ t in ■■ m i m m mi n i i » «■ ■■ ■■» bi . 



E HAMS rOR Pf^.SnT,T,TRD TMET.T.RGAMCE 

This magazine goes in cycles, you'll have noted, between absolutely 
no diplor.acy^elatoi i^oriaT t6 some artia^ it. In the 

future, I an tentatively planning to go back to soma of my files from 
past games and examine letters that I havo received, commenting on godd 
and bad ploys. It may take a while to work it hup, however. We* 11 have 
to see. 



MORE OK -THE BEYERLEIIJ PLAYER POLLS 

The last page of this issue of PP contains a ballot for the 
next Beyer loin Player Poll, which I hope you will fill out and send 
to Doug. Here., , however, Doug responds to John McCallum«s- views of 
the Player Polls (bbth the APP & the BPP) back in PP #15. In order 
to really understand the letter, you should review. John* s comment, 
but some. of the points he made were (1) that the correlation would be 
nuch letter if more than just the top 16 names on the polls were' used, 
and (2) he. agreed that, aore often than not, selection for positions 
on the polls were functions of the rating lists, rather than the other 
way around. . Doug's commentary follows* 

"•The rank correlation wastfsed because, as John said,, it is easier 
to compute than the correlation tfsing acttfal scares. Another factor I 
considered iri making the choice ima that l a player »s rank is actually more 
meaning***! titan** q*laf#p«* ^4covto £4 itf Afcfet' 'rating sy stems'. 'This "Is be- 
cause the 6&rxpat<g6 sco&ol* have litt'lef ^fir any, physical significance 
(with the exception •xsMRgt. CVCL) a^owly'tisett to rank the fila&rs 
— ~teHth«rast±n^ Iistr-rf*i?3»@e?^^ T*fife ' ihdrf selefnxng 

like a ©core of 1G00 in the 0.-D.D. brings on the same connotation as 
a 2400 chess rating. ' 

"I agree that at least at the present that the polls are in part 
a function of the rating lists* ; HeweVer , this should change in the fu- 
ture as more players fcocomo eware land' watch the play of others in 
various games. In this respect* I would bet that game 1972C3V currently 
running in HOOSIER ARCHIVES Should havfe some influence on the upcoming 
APP & BPP. This will become more of a factor as more top player games 
are run. ■ , ; * -■ 

" I confined myseiar to only" 10 nanes for, the correlations because 
they were the only players thai; Shad good data for. This 'especially 
tended to be a problem when ! was loSk ±rxf a-b the player polls because 
they only give the name* of the< top 14 players. Therefore, to get, any 
sort of realij5t4pjn,\imb^|5 4 ',t had to do seme* approximations plus ^djdih'j 
a bulk package o*f_seores at the lower levels to even out the extreme 
variations.". I know that the' last sentence has , completely confused any- 
one who has read' this far, butt if I were to tell you exactly what I did 
and why you, still would' not understand and I would probably run on for 
another three or four pages. So, on to further discussion. 

"None of the editions of the BPP have included in the results all 
of the players who TVtnLvia& *vok&&i2 *Pftere r haW*altiays been too many. .names 
to take such a stop. I cut off the names of players who receive 'leSs 
than 20 points if I get 20 or more ballets. If there are less than 20 
ballots, the cut off •le'Vcl is the number of ballots actually received. 
BPP #1 had only 11 returns, and that has been the lowest of the ^ f%jr 
conducted so far. • ~ ■ ■ t~*«i> • ' v - • ; .. 

»I think the ahovo •covo^if''<ihQ^'9oiri€« which John made# If anydi| 
wants mo to go into more derail, 1 they should . probably write me .directly 

as we must' f bo boring about 931% of the PP audience*." 

...,..._........„.........._..«., „,,,^.,,,,.. QQ U g Bcyerlein " 

"""""""""" "'" "" ""' ™" " r 1,1 y?*l* m * m> TfZ^^ ^ i *■ -' s-. 

'v- O R -A 2 Y D U T CiHtM'A tt 0 FOR 4 

. y -iv-" ' 1 " ' J ' """" •:" "M" 7 i »"M" 1 -" » » ■» ■ 1 111 ""* -■■■ ..; -~ 

Professional 'football doxisn't turn «o on „ a groat deal, I rwst ad- 
mit. Its rather like the modern American Bra4d-andVCirq\is rolled into 
One, and it ' takes peoples minds off things which really count, but Just 
the same, I thought it was worth a mention that I hoped wrong on all 
four playoff games. Maybe you fans can bribe me to root for the other 
team next week? 
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EVEN HANDED JUSTICE 
Translated from Boileau by Alexander Pope 



Once, says an author, where I need not say, 
Two travellers found an oyster along their way. 
Both fjfcree, both hungry, the dispute grew strong, 
When scale in hand, Dane Justice passed along. 
f - Before hex each with clamor pleads the laws, 
Explains the natter, and would win the cause. 
* f .vm'* 1 S**$® Justice , weighing long the doubtful right, * 
TaRes, 1 opens, swallows it before their sight. 
*c.^?Jfc%*caisi§e ^tcftto4$cuceaoved-«o -steely well, ■ •■— ■■ 

"There, take," says Justice, "take you each a shell, 
f . thrive in, courthouses on fools like you. 

•Twas a fat oyster; live in peace — Adieu." 



(Random speculations) 
, HEARTFELT REOJU^Sp TO PLAYERS 331 PLATYPUS GAMES 

All in all, I think that the games are proceeding 'well. I have 
had to drop only one player, and one player resigned in favor of the 
first stand— by, who then proceeded to do an excellent job. There have 
been a -couple of players vjho Hindered aloud at ny headlines, but I 
don't really worry too much about it, because I don't think its out- 
side the" jprovenco of the gamcsmaster to speculate generally on the* 
potential ^strategic iand : tactical set-ups seen in the gamete. In fact, 
I rathdr like it when oho of my ganesnasters does it. 

But it*s all r abhor frustrating, because I an having to watch 
■&aa&-WBmXxms.TiaamxcT^ ma ^sidelines. . Therefor©, I would like to 
J ^^jSPyjtL^lg^ send in sone 

assist ny instinct for the curtous, and night help ne vtcr cessment on the^ 
gapes upon their completion (though I will primarily depend on comments 
frqfa,the winners in that regard). None of this material, Bind you, will 
lend .*x\yf$ln9,to the headlines, though I shall continue to speculate 
openly oh -£he, progress of the various countries* Hell, its not so 
bad* k Try playing in, a <gafie where you get conDcntary sometime, such as 
the, current game in HOpSJKR ARCHIVES that Doug discussed^ and. both he 
and I are placing. t 

Finally, let me re-state my desire for cfx^^n^sam^^XJooaX orders 
along with the moves for next Fail, due in ©month's time. While know- 
ing the Fall results is of course the player's right* it is NOT the 
player's right to desiro time to negotiate builds and removals. Al- 
though the postal samp, usually lengthens the winter deadlines, the rules 
specifically disavow such negotiation, and of the players who have thus 
far expressed their opinion on this matter, the vote is -C-l in favor of 
the current short, pp. winter deadlines. 
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AH-HAH1 BET YOU THOUGHT YOU'D ESCAPED THE ORANGE ! 

[We continue, fruit freaks, with the Missif Column, this tine 
fron a brand new issue, sTab #50, Christmas 1S63] . 

TERRY KUCH, Chevy Chase, Maryland: I have just received word fron 
the American society of fruits (National City, California) that they dis- 
agree with norm McLeod's attack on oranges in favor of blueberries. 
vJhere would history bo, they said, with Price William of Blueberry? 
v'Jhat kind of spectrum would we have with »red, blueberry, yellow, green 
...'? And who would believe Navel Blueberries? "The fact that more 
blueberries are eaten than oranges", as !4cLeod claimed, the Pnlits 
claimed, I claim, "is because blueberries are smaller. Not only does 
it require more blueberries than oranges to make a pie, but more people 
have berry sized mouths than orange* sized mouths." they concluded. I 
can only add that I prefer oranges because its easier to typo% being 
shorter, and faster to say, having only two syllables, except in Cincin- 
nati, where they pronounce it "ornj." 

- - — 1 ^ter-\^m^i^0^e^^mm^'m^h>m^sma.is 4lir#^ar^estea In' tfoe city 
Park restroon of National City, California. I have enquired of the 
Society of Fruits whether that is because: 

(1) the city park rest room is the largest city park rest room in 
the world, or 

(2) because homosexuals in National City are extremely small, or 

(3) whether this was a stunt of 'how many faggots can got into 
the rest room at one time, »a la telephone booths? 

Rumor has ;t that they wore caught only because the reporter they 
invited to be present to cover them for »Life goes to a party 1 turned 
out to be straight. 

JOHN McCALLUM, Ralston, Alberta, Canada: You can toll Norm McLeod 
that I agree 'with his preference for blueberrios over oranges. However, 
they are not all grownin Maine. New Brunswick has wide areas of blue- 
berries. They are the cultivated variety and taste just like Maine 
blueberries, good but not the best. In Quebec they grew wild* Smaller 
but much tastier. They are in such profusion that the girls in the 
Saguanay Valley atfe popularly called "los bluets," (the blueberries). 



VOICE OF l^fo^ Arid 

the turtle was alone. And he looked around, and he saw his neighbor, 
which was his Mother. And he lay down on top of his neighbor, and be- 
hold, she bore him in tears, an oak tree. Which grew all day, and then 
fell over, like a bridge. And lo, under the bridge there cane a cat- 
fish, and he was very big, and ho was walking, and he was the biggest 
he had seen. [Fading] And so were the f lrey balls of this fish, one of 
which is the Sun, and the other, they called the moon. 

EXPERT VOICE: Yes, some uncomplicated people still believe this 
myth. But here* in the technical vactnoss of the future, wo can guess 
that surely the Past was very different. Wo can guess, for instance, 
that those two groat balls. • • [Cross fading] 

DR. TECHNICAL: [fading up] Wo knot/ for certain, for instance, that 
for cone reason* for* some time in the beginning, there wore hot lumps. 
Cold and lonely; they whirled noiselessly through the black holes of 
space. These insigriif leant lumps came together to form the first union— 
the sun, our heating system. And about this glowing gasbag rotated the 
Earth, a cat's-eye among aggies, blinking in astonishment across the 
Face of Time ... 
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BEYER LED! PLAYER POLL BALLOT #5 

The Beyerlein Player Poll (BPP) is a poll of the Postal Diplomacy 
Community to determine the best currently-active players in Postal 
Diplomacy. Any postal Diplomacy player, garaesmaster, editor, or pub- 
lisher may cast his/her ballot for the top 14 (from # 1 to # 14) 
currently-active Postal Diplomacy players. 

Points ire given as follows: 1st place - 20 points, 2d place - 
17 points, 3d - IS, 4th - 13, 5th - 11, 6th - 9, 7th - G, etc. The 
points are then totalled for each player and the top 14 players listed 
by point totals. Results will be published in all interested sties. 

*he BPP is not * affiliated with any Diplomacy organization. 

top Board comments 2 
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7. ; • 

SECOND BOARD 

9. , 

10. __ 

11. 

12. .^.....^..^^^^^ • 

13. . .. 

14. ,1 :'. ' ' 1 Signature! _ . , . ••■ 

Please complete -the ballot, sign it, and mail it directly to: 

DOUG BEYERLEIN, 3934 S.W. Southern, Seattle, Washington 9G136 

Incomplete ballots or those Vlthout signatures will not be counted, and 
the DEADLINE IS 6 *EgffttRTT973 . Thanlc you. 

£This is the complete form that Doug included, and the only thing 
that I'll put on the bade of this page is some more comment he also 
sent out in WASHINGTON REPORTS pertaining to the poll. So, please de- 
tach and mail I 3 
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The final hi from Doug's WASHINGTON REPORTS: 

"If anyone happens to remember reading Lakofka»s LD #36 a few months 
back they night remeber seeing a ballot for BPP # 5 in it. The response: 
tvjo ballots returned. If Edi Birsan can get over 100 ballots for his 
order of finish poll then I should be able to do better than the 20 or 
so returns in the pact BPPs ... .Although I don*t have the time or space 
to go into detail now, let me say that the BPP is designed for the 
Diplomacy public to have its say on who the beet players aire. Indivi- 
dually this means that each player /GK/ publisher should sit down and make 
a list of the top players known either from personal experience, games 
observed, reputation, sating lists, or whatever is most fcapor^ant to 
that individual. Thoii try to put them in order. A major feature of 
the poll is that a now and upcoming player can receive recognition 
years before he or she tops a rating list. So, remember to GAflT YOUR 
BALLOT. Thank you." 

Affinal note here from ir.o(BVP)r Eacaa * 7 w a r fv dona : on 

my old, cheap (4.5c each) ditto masters. The rest of the pages, in- 
cluding the cover, wore done on sots that were rip off s a t 12.5c Q*ch, 

of less quality. Agreed? This magazine costs me a fortune! 




Richard Hull (T> 

FIRST CLASS > *720 Cloyne, # 2 

Oxnard, CALIFORNIA 
93030 



